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%  Minister  of  H leHMstau  (SKIGEMITSU  Menoru) 


"Unworthy  as  X  am  I  unexpectedly  took  charge  of  the  heavy  task  of 
Foreign  Affairs  in  April  of  last  year,  and  it  is  my  great  honour  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  oxpreBS  *y.-  views  on  the  diplomatic  polices  of 
the  Imperial  Japanese  Government  at  this  day. 

The  war  situation  is  gotting  more  severe  day  after  day,  as  you  know 
well,  and  U.S.  and  British  forcoB  haveScolno  into  contact  with  the  out** 
linos  of  the  west  and  the  cast  defence  circles  of  our  Axis  powers  as  e 
result  of  thoir  counter  attacks  since  last  year.  Finding  it  is  difficult 
to  make  further  advance  with  only  thoir  own  strength,  they  docided  to 
borrow  other  countries1  power  at  any  cost,  ar.d  for  this  -nurpose  they  cot 
togothor  at  MOSCOW  at  about  the  same  time  that  the  Great-East- Asia 
Conference  was  hold.  Next,  they  conferred  at  CAIRO  and  at  TIT-SPAN.  Thus 
they  seem  to  have  decided  on  spoody  general  counterattacks  against  thn  1 
EurOpoan  fortress  in  the  west  end  against  our  country  in  the  east.  Tb^ao 
are  their  programmes  in  this  year. 


The  leaders  of  U.S.  and  Britain,  including  CHUNG  KING,  held  the 
CAIRO  conference  at  the  end  of  November,  last  year  and  proposed  to  force 
upon  Japan  an  unconditional  surrender  by  increasing  merciless  attacks 
on  hor,  and  promised  to  deprive  Japan  of  All  her  territories  except  her 
mainland,  taking  some  parts  as  their  own  possessions  and  giving  some  to 
CHINA,  thus  they  attempted  to  prevent  the  withdrawn!  of  the  C-UITO  KIN'5 
Government  from  their  influence.  In  spite  of  their  announce  .ent  thal 
they  are  now  on  their  counter  attack  with  all  their  power  against  Japan, 
what  they  have  got  so  far  is  nothing  but  a  few  scattered  islpnds  in  our 
outpost  linos,  and  whAt  they  have  paid  in  return  is  many  ships  a\d 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  soldiers  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  (applause), 
v  and  yet  American  pooplo  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  they  are  fig  ting 
and  have  to  fight  in  remote  places  of  East  Aula  which  have  no  connection 
with  the  sp-fety  of  the  U.S.A.  (applause) 

When  his  policy  "New  Deal"  had  come  to  a  standotill  at  home,  tho 
President  of  tho  USA  was  forced  to  direct  the  citizens'  attention  outsldo 
the  country  by  fanning  actively  the  embers  of  war  in  order  to  fasten  it 
on  foroign  affaire  and  spread  propaganda  that  tho  American  Continenet 
was  about  to  be  attacked  and  invaded  by  enemies  at  any  moment-  Witho’ 

USA  provocation,  tho  present  war  was  really  to  be  avoided.  In  spite  •  . 
the  fact  that  there  was  nothing  at  all  to  threaten  tho  peace  .-nd  security 
of  the  American  Continent  and  that  the  US  people  co .Id  n»vo  enjoyed  p.aco 
they  hAve  been  driven  into  an  unforeseen  adventure  .:nd  mutt  sobmit  to  j 
becoming  a  useless,  expensive  sacrifice  (app? mine)  But  ho  acting  ao  if 
he  wore  the  administrator  of  the  world  and  rv.il or  of  East  Asia,  not  only 
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provoked  tho  Baropoan  war  but  also  interfering  in  the  natter  of  Hast 
▲ala  aa  he  liked,  he  applied  ao  called  Economic  Sar.ctiona  to  Japan  and  >/ 
at  last  reaorted  to  the  measure  of  an  ocononic  war.  It  la  clear  even 
according  to  many  documents  made  public  by  the  USA  Government  Itself 
that  tho  Pacific  War  had  already  been  begun  by  USA  before  the  ftteok  on 
PcarlHarbour  was  made,  (applause)  Thus  USA  Bet  out  tevarde  a  col.cniel 
war.  The  war  planned  by  US;;  J.a,  in  Bhori,  a  war  of  policy.  This  is  a  » 
clear  fact  Judging  from  the  point  of  view  t at  i  prerumably  the  USA  is 
rnakVig  <2f  ?.rt'i  to  atrongthon  all  ovm  the  wo.ld  thy  foundation  s  of  eoveminr 
the  world  in  pi  a-  e  of  Britain,  (applause)  ULA  and  Pritain  in':  end  rot  caly 
to  have  allied  powers  at  thoir  beck  and  call  but  al/o  to  brir;  neutral 
nations  into  tho  war  by  every  artifice  end  power  an-'  hr.vn  dared  to  e:vl irgo 
tho  scope  Of  tho  war  with  the  intention  of  taking  «<' vantage  cf  thorn  a«s 
thejr  want.  Their  oppreesior.  of  Turkey  and  others  is  an  action  which 
lafrirtgss  on  international  morality  and  has  boen  incurring  general 
aagfer.  But  the  attitude  of  Turkey  has  not  changed  f  t  all  and  Argentine 
in  South  Amorlca,  which  was  also  placod  under  air.il*r  op0reseio.’i  Jr.  s', ii* 
maintaining  an  unflinching  attitude  (applause).  The  counter  cf'-pu.iiv 
of  the  USA  and  Britain  in  the  Eant  end  Vo  it  h«s  thv-s  been  conro_c.id  ou 
a  grand  dcale  but  the  victory  cainot  be  got  by  propaganda  and  de-ccptier 
only.  The  strong  position  of  tho  East  and  the  Vest  Axis  is  stor-dlnfi  o  |  ^ 
firmly  without  the  slightest  tremor. (applause)  #un  ihe 1  Jairopean  fronw 
the  German  troops  have  oonsolidatoi  their  front  tLlno  ao  it  hr.s  become 
ndcoasary  In  order  td  meet  the  oneay  in  a  strong  poritlon  and  are  now 
making  all  the  necossary  preparations. /The  fact  that  the  Germans  who  in 
the  past  had  a  bitter  experience  and  are  now  undergoing  the  sivereut 
ordael  on  record,  with  united  cooperation  and  firm  eonviotior.  remain 
confident  of  final  victory  under  the  leadership  of  Hitler  is  Indeed  a 
aagnificiont  spectacle  in  World  history  (applause).  The  German  troops 
are,  thus,  watching  for  a  chance  to  take  the  offenrive  in  order  to  ohAngo 
the  war  situation  and  the  German  people  are  workfcny  vigorously  with  a/ 
inflexible  spirit,  confident  of  a  final  victory  inapite  of  the  S6vero  •  I 
air  raids.  The  oiiemy  cannot  do  but  admit  thin  fee;.  The  Imorrial  Cov&rv  1 
moat  at  present  rvintainp  close  relations  vivh  the  Pei  oh  Oovr\.  ’ier.t, 
cooperating  not  only  in  military  mattarc  but  also  vrrious  >ther  a f  i-i  I 
sUuder  the  leaderahip  of  Kossoliai  a  new  Italy  in  at-, ongly  ri.i.ag  np  agnl.t  u 
las  a  member  of  tho  Anie  Fo'-err,  and  tho  time  will  •  .*a  sour  »  *ea  she  %!t  a  >, 
Ireolala  her  brill- ant  ?•  tnvo  by  clo^e  oocpeatiOn  w.  ih  on  e  Zam'  ?e  and  .•fotcb  j 
/fighting  a  common  front  I  (applause).  Since  the  rec.rt  uc.itic.  x  ‘t.IRLg.’""  "  w 
Till  frequently  speaks  of  perct.  for  the  r  .ircose  of 

causing  disturbance  among  the  Axis  Powers.  Tils  is  not  o:i1t  thoir  ur>;l 
means  but  also  a  sign  of  their  internal  unrer'i;  and  their  ues.ra  of  a 
speedy  ond  of  the  war,  that  is,  it  is  nothin.-  but  *  sign  of  ;1  oir 
impatience  (applause).  The  Suropean  Axis  Po zero  a: *  carrying  to  the 
finish  this  common  war,  with  determined  stealfastn-. as,  in  i/p-  4e  cf 
the  enemy's  persistent  propaganda. 
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Our  strong  positions,  defending  East  Asia,  renain  unshaken 
against  the  Enemy's  severe  counter-attacks  in  the  Pacific  area. 
This  is  no  doubt  attributable  to  +he  august  virtue  of  His 
Majesty  and  to  the  bravery  of  our  forces,  to  whom  all  of  us 
feel  greatly  indebted*  (Applause)  I  sincerelv  prav  for  the 
success  in  war  of  our  brave  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  re¬ 
spectfully  mourn  for  those  who  died  for  our  country. 

The  United  States  and  Great  Britain  depend  chieflv  uoon 
their  material  power.  We  cannot  deny  the  importance  of  mater i 
power  in  present  warfare  but  material  power  is  not  the  only 
factor  which  decides  a  war.  Even  from  the  point  of  material 
power,  the  Enemy  have  many  weaknesses  and  it  must  not  be  over¬ 
looked  that  they  have  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  weak  points 
when  it  comes  to  manpower*  Furthermore,  the  geographical  ad¬ 
vantage  is  on  our  side*  In  addition,  our  people's  devotion  to 
war  far  exceeds  that  of  the  Enemy  nations-  (Applause)  Our 
belief  in  certain  victory,  however,  does  not  lie  in  numbers, 
or  in  quantities,  or  in  geographical  advantages,  but  in  the 
harmonious  union  of  our  people.  The  question  before  us  is 
whether  we  shall  survive  or  die  together.  What  gives  us  en¬ 
couragement  is  the  great  achievements  of  our  ancestors  who 
overcame  many  national  crises  in  the  past  and  the  very  fight¬ 
ing  spirit  v/ith  which  we  are  determined  to  secure  a  glorious 
future  for  our  Empire.  The  glorious  future  of  our  Empire  will 
surely  be  brought  about  only  by  the  all  out  effort  of  the  whole  ^ 
nation*  There  Is  no  reason  for  douht  about  o^r  ultimate  vic¬ 
tory  on  account  of  the  august  virtue  'of  His  Majesty,  the 
bravery  of  our  soldiers  at  the  front  and  the  all  out  efforts 
of  all  the  people  on  the  home  front.  This  belief  of  ours  in 
certain  victory  comes  from  the  fact  that  we  a^e  fighting  this 
war  for  the  existence  of  our  Empire  and  that  the  prosperity  * 
of  East  Asia  depends  uoon  the  issue  of  this  war* 

From  ^irst  to  last,  the  U-S.A.  and  Britain  have  been 
wanting  to  check  both  Germany's  efforts  to  extend  her  influ¬ 
ence  4 s  a  great  power  in  Europe  and  Japan's  efforts  to  possess 
3  great  Dover  and  influence  in  the  Orient#  \This  is  the  reason 
why  they  have  enforced  in  Eurone  the  policy  of  Balance  of  Powe’.  / 
and  executed  in  China  a  semi-colonial  policy  under  the  guise 
of  the  principles  of  the  Open  Door  and  Equal  Opportunity. 

/it  is  their  fundamental  policy  to  establish  an  actual  y 

suDremacy  all  over  the  world  during  which  they  utilize  together 
their  respective  influences  to  check  any  collusioja^y  Such  was 
the  Part  Britannica  in  time  past  and  such  is  the  present  pro¬ 
posed  Pax  Americana. 

Any  effort  by  Japan  and  China  together  towards  mutual 
cooperation  In  preserving  the  peace  and  order  or  planning  the 
prosperity  of  E»st  Asia  means,  from  their  Point  of  view,  the 
revival  of  East  Asia  and  their  own  withdrawal  therefrom.  In 
the  past,  they  have  taken  advantage  of  the  Emotre  to  embark 
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on  a  nolicv  of  keeoing  China  down  and  checking  the  ©mansion 
of  Imperial  Russia;  as  the  Emoire  grew  more  powerful,  however, 
they  have  grabbed  China  and  started  a  nolicv  of  using  her  to 
check  us.  This  is  the  essential  background  to  the  confusion 
in  the  Far  East  -  in  other  words,  it  is  their  Jraditional 
nolicv  of  "Divide  et  imoern." 

Judging  from  a  recent  speech  of  the  ^resident  of  the 
U.S -  A. ,  the  U.S.A.  and  Britain  »re  nlanning  the  absolute  ob¬ 
literation  o'*  our  Ennire,  which  is  why  the  nresent  war  is  a 
war  of  defense,  on  which  the  fate  of  our  fatherland  depends. 

If  we  collapse  halfway,  not  only  will  the  existence  of  the 
Empire  be  denied  forever  but  East  *lsia  will  be  brought  down 
to  its  original  condition  and  the  opportunity  to  maintain  our 
independence  will  be  lost  forever.  The  present  war  is  indeed 
one  of  self-existence  and  self-defense,  for  all  the  Axis 
countries  <*nd  one  of  indeoendence  for  Asi**#  It  is  truly  s 
mission  f-om  Heaven  that  t’^e  Empire,  with  its  eternal  and 
glorious  3000  years'  history,  has  devoted  herself  to  the 
great  task  of  emancipating  Asia  as  a  great  power  in  the  world 
and  restoring  East  Asia.  The  Empire,  in  cooperation  with  all 
the  nations  and  all  the  peoples  of  East  Asia  will  crush  once 
for  all  the  wicked  plans  of  the  U.S.A.  and  Eritain.  (Hand 
clapping) 
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'  -  ,_j  _,r  _u  war  v/ill  really  bring  about  great  changes  in  the  world. 

The  ?/ar  which  was  begun  for  the  purpose  of  checking  Gemany  in  order  to 
maintain  British  world  imperialism,  took  on  a  more  profound  significance 
with  the  clash  of  Gormany  end  Russia.  This  condition  has  beer.  clear!* 
reflected  in  the  world  situation  since  the  "Teheran"  Conf  erorcc.  I  - 

more,  the  isv^rtunt  measures  of  the  emancipation  of  "Asia”  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  the  Far  East  were  added  in  actual  fact  as  a  result  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  Groater  East  Asia  War.  Tae  period  during  which  "Asia"  was  a  colony 
or  a  semi-colony  of  Britain  and  tho  U.  S.  A.  has  already  passed  away.  Ho 
one  can  3avo  Asia  but  tho  Asiatics  themselves.  As  long  as  .Iritirh  and 
American  control  lasted,  the  stability  of  the  Far  last  coulcl  not  be  hoped 
for  at  all,  and  disturbances  would  never  cease.  ^ter  the  sources  of 
unrost  have  been  rooted  out  frau  tho  East,  then  for  the  first  time  she  con 
return  to  her  own  real  nature.  Although  in  the  past  there  have  been 
regrettable  conflicts  on  several  occasions  bot ween  Japan  and  Chino,  today, 
due  to  outside  control  having  been  driven  away,  the  relations  between 
two  countries  have  turned  today  to  tho  foundation  of  otomul  stability. 

China  having  participated  in  the  war,  rolataons  between  the  two  countries, 
Japan  and  China  ha^e  been  established  on  a  firm  basis  and  more  than  ono 
year  has  passed  since.  During  that  year  our  policy  has  been  carried  out 
steadily  and  in  Ootober  last  year  a  treaty  of  alliance  was  concluded.  The 
foundation  of  eternal  friendship  bet7/een  two  countries  lias  boen  clearly 
established,  and  fundamental  friendly  relations  are  now  unshakeably  fixed. 
From  now  on,  it  is  expected  that  a  completely  peaceful  situation  will  be 
established  in  China.  A3  for  the  Japanese  Empire,  she  should  endeavour 
to  carry  out  thoroughly  and  consistently  her  established  policy.  As  tho 
war  progresses,  there  will  naturally  follow  variouo  economic  difficulties 
but  the  two  countries  can  work  together  hand  in  hand  resolved  to  surmount 
any  difficulties.  Japan  is  vory  grateful  for  the  great  cooperation  of 
Manchukuo  who  has  one  mind  and  is  under  the  same  interosts  with  Japan,  it 
is  also  a  matter  of  the  utmost  Joy  that  Thai  who  is  on  influential  member 
of  the  Far  East  has  become  an  ally  dirjctly  after  the  outbreak  of  tho  war 
and  she  is  making  a  groat  contribution  on  tho  united  front  towards  the  re¬ 
construction  of  tho  Far  East.  The  representatives  of  tho  Far  Eastern 
countries  together  with  the  head  of  the  provisional  government  of  India 
met  in  Tokyo  ut  tks  beginning  of  last  ilevembor  and  issued  Greater  Eest  A3ia 
Declaration  as  the  coordinated  policy  of  their  respective  countries.  Tho 
idoal3  of  the  establishment  of  the  Far  East  and  tho  groat  policy  which  must 
bo  the  foundation  of  world  poace  nore  cloerly  announced.  Principles 
expressod  in  the  Great  East  Asia  Declaration  arc,  in  short,  to  liberate, 
protect  and  restore  East  Asia  and  further  to  mal:u  a  positivu  contribution 
to  the  establishment  of  pomnnont  pe-.ce  in  concert  with  all  countries  in 
the  world  in  general.  And  these  principles,  despite  the  fact  they  have  met 
with  various  inoonvouionces  to  be  done  in  war  tims  have  etoedily  materialised 
through  the  sincere  efforts  of  countries  concerned.  For,  in  the  land  of 
East  Asia  tho  time  for  restoration  i3  at  the  flood  and  nUma  and  Philippine 
who  have  won  the  honour  of  independence,  intend  to  contributo  to  tho  develop- y 
mont  of  the  world  with  their  newly  awakoncu  spirit.  Thus  thoy  aro  putting 
into  practice  tho  spirit  of  tho  Groat  East  Asia  Declaration.  And  also 
Indians*  long-chorished  do3iro  for  independence  hus  foundation  through  tho 
formation  of  the  Free  "India"  provisional  government.  This  object  of 
restoring  &not  *sia  and  liberating  Asia  is  indeed  tho  very  sourco  that  gives 
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us  confidenco  to  fight  on  to  the  ond  of  this  war  in  confidonco  of  victory. 

Tho  foreign  policy  to  which  our  empire  strictly  adhores,  aims  at  tho  dovolop^ 
ment  of  friendly  and  good  neighbourly  relations  v/idoly  with  countrios  all 
over  tho  norld.  Tho  purport  of  the  statement  contained  in  Principlo  5  of 

the  Groat  East  Asia  Declaration . promote  friondly  relations  with  all 

nations,  abolish  racial  discrimination,  universal  intorchango  of  culture, 
voluntary  oponing  of  rosourocs  and  contribution  to  tho  progross  of  tho 
world.... .also  exist  here.  Tho  universal  idoa  of  livo  and  lot  livo  is  not 
to  shut  but  to  open  ana  also  is  not  to  oxcludo  but  to  cooperate.  I  am 
convinced  that  promoting  and  pushing  this  policy  of  international  friondship 
and  construction  rathor  tiian  destruction  is  the  groat  way  to  reliove  tho 
world  from  disturbances.  Our  empire,  according  to  tho  abovo-montionod 
policy,  will  promoto  tho  rolation  of  mutual  friondship  ospeciolly  with  ad¬ 
joining  nations  and  furthermore  intends  to  hold  generally  tho  samo  policy 
towards  all  nations  in  tho  world.  71th  regard  to  nations  which  aro  now 
neutral  as  regards  our  empire  whothor  far  or  near,  we  are  making  offorts 
not  only  to  avoid  the  sproad  of  war  but  to  promoto  friendship  with  thorn. 
Abavo  ell,  tho  relations  botwoon  Japan  and  the  Soviot  Union  have  not  boon 
worsened  neither  by  tho  outbreak  of  the  Groat  East  Asia  War  nor  by  the 
development  of  tho  Europoan  ',Var,  and  tho  neutrality  of  tho  two  countries 
has  boon  strictly  maintained.  Now-a-days,  the  enoroios  U.S  #ii.  and  Britain 
aro  vehemently  announcing  thoir  all-out  attack  and  taking  tho  offensivo 
against  the  Axis  Puners' strong  positions  in  Europe  ond  Asia.  Thus  the 
enemy's  counter-attack  in  the  Pacific  areas  is  becoming  more  intense  day 
by  day.  From  these  circumstances,  I  think  the  autumn  of  this  year  will 
be  the  crucial  time  which  will  decide  the  general  current  of  the  inter¬ 
national  war  situation.  So  that,  in  spite  of  my  small  ability,  I  am  ready 
to  do  ny  beat  to  administer  our  foreign  policy  complying  with  the  desires 
of  the  Bnperor.  (Applause.) 
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st.ntanant  of  Source  and  A  it  riant  loltj 


T  /s/  Tonoo  Srtor _  hereby  certify  that  I  m 

officially  connected  v 1th  the  Japanese  Governner.t  r.  t  ie 
following  capacity:  Secretory  of  ths  Cabinet — t 

as  such  orfT5T<rmin»e”o!IH o3y  or  *nn 
hereto  attached  consistin''  of  .ji  Peseo,  dated 
19  one  descrioad  aa  follovs:  ^ec£L^y_3,iiIen^i_iIL. 

I  ^tharh°arttH'.v  th.-rTST n^TETrSoSTa— ha  , 

an  off  idol  document  of  the  Japanese  Government,  end  th< *t  it 
Is  part  of  th9  official  crchi7e9  and  1  ile9  of  the  follo^ir,.. 
named  ministry  or  department  (specifying  clso  the  f.Ue  rv 
or  citation,  ir  any,  or  any  other  olTioicl  d osip.nat. .on  o*  w  . 
re^ulcr  location  of  the  document  in  the  arcuses  o*  nx^o.. 
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